
DUCHY OF LANCASTER AND DUCHY OF CORNWALL
INFORMATION NEEDED TO CONSIDER A KIN CLAIM TO AN INTESTATE ESTATE 

Before submitting a claim, please confirm if an estate has been referred to us for administration, and if the estate has already been claimed. Email: bvenquiries@farrer.co.uk 

The order of entitlement to the estate of someone who has died intestate is outlined below. This will enable you to decide whether you are related and, if so, whether you would be entitled to benefit from the estate as a relative falling within one of these classes.

1.         The surviving spouse of the deceased;

2.         The children of the deceased or remoter direct descendants;

3.         The parents of the deceased;

4.         The brothers and sisters of the deceased (firstly of the whole blood and secondly of the half-blood) or if they have died then their children or remoter direct descendants in their place;

5.         The grandparents of the deceased; and

6.         The uncles and aunts of the deceased (firstly of the whole blood and secondly of the half-blood) or if they have died then their children or remoter direct descendants in their place.

Documents required to claim an estate

If an estate has been referred and remains unclaimed, should you wish to make a claim as an entitled relative we will need to see the following evidence and documentation in support of your claim:

· full birth certificates (showing the parents’ names) and marriage certificates of each person between the claimant and the deceased (including yours and the deceased’s).  These should reflect the family relationship between the deceased and the claimant.
· identification documents which provide proof of the claimant’s name and of their name linked to their address (see page 2 for acceptable forms of ID).

· a full explanation, supported by evidence, of any discrepancies in the documents supplied with the claim or about any missing documents. Note these may affect the acceptance of the claim.

· if you are a third party who represents a claimant you will also need to provide written confirmation that you have been instructed by the claimant to make a claim. 

Please note we need to see original certificates or certified copies, and we cannot take any responsibility for items lost in the post.  Please send certified copies of ID documents.
Certificates can be obtained via public sources, including here https://www.gov.uk/order-copy-birth-death-marriage-certificate 

DOCUMENTS ACCEPTABLE AS EVIDENCE OF FORMAL IDENTIFICATION
You must submit one form of identification as proof of your name and one as proof of your name linked to your address.

You cannot use one form of identification for both name and address.  For example, if you provide your driving licence as proof of your name you must provide another form of identification for your address, such as a utility bill.

	Name
	Enclosed

	Current signed passport
	

	Original birth certificate (issued within 12 months of the date of birth) in full or short form including those issued by UK authorities overseas such as Embassies, High Commissions and HM Forces)
	

	EEA member state identity card
	

	Current UK or EEA photocard driving licence
	

	Full old-style driving licence
	

	Photographic registration cards for self-employed individuals in the construction industry – CIS4
	

	Confirmation from DWP of state benefits issued within the current year
	

	Firearms or shotgun certificate
	

	Residence permit issued by the Home Office to EEA nationals on sight of own country's passport
	

	Medical card or letter of confirmation from GP's practice of registration with the surgery
	


	Address
	Enclosed

	Utility bill (gas, electric, satellite television, landline phone bill) issued within the last three months
	

	Water bill issued for the current financial year
	

	Local authority council tax bill for the current council tax year
	

	EEA member state identity card
	

	Current UK or EEA photocard driving licence
	

	Original mortgage statement from a recognised lender issued for the last full year
	

	Solicitor's letter confirming recent (within previous three months) house purchase or current Land Registry title view
	

	Council or housing association rent card/statement or tenancy agreement for the current financial year
	

	Confirmation from DWP of state benefits issued within the current year
	

	Bank, Building Society or Credit Union statement (dated within the last three months) or passbook.
	

	HMRC self-assessment letters or tax demands dated within the current financial year
	

	Medical card or letter of confirmation from GP's practice of registration with the surgery
	


Documents we will not accept include, but are not limited to:
· Provisional driving licence;

· Mobile phone bills;

· Credit or store card statements

Copies of documents

We will only accept good quality copies of certificates and identification documents if they have been certified by one of the following as a true copy of the original that they have seen:

· UK Solicitor

· Justice of the Peace

· Accountant

· High Street Bank Manager

· A qualified lawyer (or notary public if they live outside the United Kingdom)

· The Post Office's ID checking service (in which case, please also include the completed ID Checking Service form which has been stamped by the Post Office)

The person certifying must also provide the name and address of the firm or bank in which they are employed (unless documents have been certified under the Post Office ID Checking Service)
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